I. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Spennymoor. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  Services  in  your  District  for  the 
year  1937.  This  Report  is  termed  an  Ordinary  Report  by  the 
Minister  of  Health. 

Area  : — During  the  year  under  review  the  District  has 
been  increased  in  population  and  acreage,  under  the  Durham 
County  Review  Order  1937.  The  parishes  of  Merrington, 
Middlestone  Moor,  Byers  Green  and  part  of  the  parish  of  Hett 
have  been  included.  The  District  is  partly  Urban  and  partly 
Rural  in  character,  the  population  has  increased  according  to 
the  Registrar  General’s  figures  for  the  middle  of  1937  from 
15,440  to  19,560  and  the  acreage  has  increased  from  3,388  to 
7,494  acres.  The  standard  of  housing  in  the  extended  area  is 
very  low,  a  large  amount  of  Clearance  and  reconditioning  will 
be  required  to  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible.  The  water 
supply  to  the  Middlestone  Moor  District  is  totally  inadequate, 
the  attention  of  the  County  Water  Board  has  been  drawn  to 
the  deficiency,  I  understand  it  is  receiving  consideration.  The 
Sewerage  of  part  of  the  Merrington  and  Todhills  areas  also 
requires  attention. 

Houses: — According  to  the  Rate  Book,  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1937  was  4890  and  the  average 
number  of  occupants,  4*02. 

Rateable  Value: — The  rateable  value  of  the  new  District 
is  £61,992  and  the  product  of  a  penny  rate  ^231. 


2. 


Employment  and  Industry: — I  am  delighted  to  record 
that  during  the  year  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in 
unemployment  in  the  District.  As  the  chief  occupation  in  the 
Spennymoor  District  is  Coal  Mining,  the  Area  has  experienced 
more  than  its  share  of  unemployment  owing  to  the  slackness 
in  the  Trade.  This  slackness  is  definitely  on  the  wane,  collieries 
in  the  surrounding  area  are  employing  more  men,  two  small 
collieries  within  the  District  are  working  regularly  and  there 
is  every  prospect  of  more  re-opening.  A  small  brickworks 
capable  of  employing  about  50  men  will  shortly  be  in 
production  in  the  Todhills  district.  Messrs  Kentnir  Bros, 
large  Furniture  Factory  and  Messrs  Coulsons  Engineering 
Works  are  still  employing  a  large  number  of  men.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  the  population  of  Spennymoor  is  still  declining, 
owing  to  the  migration  of  young  people  from  the  distiict  for 
employment  elsewhere.  The  shortage  of  industries,  not 
wholly  dependant  upon  Mining  and  the  immediate  needs  of 
heavy  industries  is  to  be  deplored,  the  best  in  our  community 
are  being  taken  from  us  to  other  and  more  prosperous  areas. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Your  Health  Department  is  staffed  by  a  part  time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  S.  V.  Tinsley,  J.P.,  m.b.  ,  ch.  b. 
a  full  time  Sanitary  Inspector,  M.  W.  Swales,  m.r.  San.  I., 
A. M. I. s. E. ,  a  part  time  technical  Assistant,  W.  Ross  and  a 
part  time  lady  clerk,  Miss  M.  Hutchinson. 

Three  Health  Visitors,  Miss  Watt,  Miss  Hemingway 
and  Miss  Ellwood  are  employed  in  the  District  and  they  aie 
directly  responsible  to  the  County  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : — During  the  year  a  new 
scheme  was  launched  by  the  County  Council,  by  the 
appointment  of  qualified  nurses  to  take  over  the  duties  of 
Midwifery  in  the  County.  Four  such  nurses  have  been 
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appointed  for  your  District  and  they  are  available  for  every 
maternity  case  within  the  Area  The  nurses  are  fully  qualified 
and  they  are  authorised  to  call  in  a  medical  practitioner 
whenever  necessary.  The  charges  made  by  the  County 
Council  for  this  service  vary  according  to  the  financial 
standing  of  the  patient,  thus  providing  the  best  of 
maternity  nursing  within  the  means  of  the  poorest  patient. 

Our  Nursing  Association  also  employs  two  Queens 
Nurses  to  carry  out  very  efficiently  the  general  nursing 
within  the  district.  This  service  is  greatly  appreciated  and 
it  should  receive  our  whole  hearted  support. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Throat  swabs,  sputum  and  milk  samples  are 
bacteriologically  examined  at  Kings  College, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Water  samples  are  submitted  for  chemical  annalysis  to 
C.Y.H.  Stock,  Public  Analyst,  27,  Victoria  Road,  Darlington. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infections  Diseases: — The  Joint  Hospital  Board 
maintain  a  motor  ambulance  at  the  Tindale  Crescent  Hospital 
for  the  removal  of  patients  from  several  districts  including 
Spennymoor. 

Non  Infections  and  Accident  Cases: — The  Lady  Eden 
Cottage  Hospital,  Ambulance  is  available  for  private  patients, 
several  Colliery  Welfare  ambulances,  one  owned  by  Mr  Moor, 
Durham  Road,  Spennymoor  and  one  owned  by  Mr  Gardner, 
Post  Office  Street,  Spennymoor  are  also  available  for  private 
duties.  -  -  .  -  -  -  .... 

A  scheme  is  under  consideration  for  the  co-ordination  of 
the  various  ambulance  facilities. 
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at  Child  Welfare  Centres • 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: — Dr  Hegarty,  the  Health 
Visitors  and  a  committee  of  ladies  attend  a  centre  held  once  or 
twice  weekly  in  the  Primitive  Methodist  Schoolroom,  Mrs 
Ogilvie,  ioo,  Durham  Road,  Spennymoor  is  the  Honorary 
Secretary. 

Mothers  attend  for  anti  natal  treatment,  also  Child 
Welfare  is  carried  out  of  children  below  school  age.  I  have 
included  a  summary  of  the  work  of  this  centre  compiled  from 
the  County  Medical  Officer’s  quarterly  reports.  This  centre 
is  well  attended  and  appreciated.  I  understand  that  the 
County  Council  are  considering  the  provision  of  a  permanent 
centre  in  the  District. 


Venereal  Diseases  : — Patients  from  this  Area  may  attend 
clinics  provided  by  the  County  Council  at  the  Durham  County 
Hospital,  also  treatment  centres  are  available  at  the  Stockton 
and  Darlington  Hospitals. 

Tuberculosis: — A  dispensary  is  maintained  by  the  County 
Council  at  Bishop  Auckland  for  the  treatment  of  patients  from 

the  surrounding  districts. 

* 

Prevention  of  Blindness  : — Facilities  have  been  obtained 
for  ophthalmic  treatment  at  Sunderland  Infirmary,  Newcastle 
Infirmary  and  the  Eye  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

The  County  Council  have  made  arrangements  with  the 
Sunderland  and  Durham  Incorporated  Institute  for  the  Blind 
and  the  Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for  the  Blind 
to  continue  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act  1920. 
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Hospitals  :  Public  and  Voluntary. 

*’  Sanitoria  are  provided  by  the  County  Council,  for 
tubercular  patients  at  Holywood  Hall,  Wolsingham,  Seaham 
Hall,  Seaham  Harbour  and  Earls  House.  Durham,  arrange¬ 
ments  are  made  for  admissions  to  sanitoria  at  Helmington 
Row,  Sunderland,  Tindale  Crescent  and  Stannington.  A 
limited  number  of  cases  are  treated  at  Public  Assistance 
institutions  at  Bishop  Auckland,  Chester-le-Street,  Durham  etc. 

Maternity  :  The  County  Council  Maternity  Home, 
Bishop  Auckland  is  available  for  cases  from  Spennymoor,  also 
certain  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity 
Home,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Children  :  Children’s  wards  are  available  at  the 
Durham  County  Hospital  and  at  Gateshead.  Durham  County 
patients  are  also  treated  at  the  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital, 
Newcastle,  Darlington  Hospital  and  Sherburn  Clinic.  The 
Clinic  deals  with  surgical  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
from  Elementary  Schools. 

General  Hospitals  :  The  Durham  County  Hospital, 
Darlington  Memorial  Hospital,  Newcastle  and  Sunderland 
Infirmaries,  also  the  Lady  Eden  Cottage  Hospital,  Bishop 
Auckland  are  available  for  patients  from  this  District. 

Public  Assistance  Institutions. 

Institutional  facilities  are  obtained  at  the  Oaklands 

i 

Institution,  Bishop  Auckland.  This  institution  also  has 
accomodation  for  a  limited  number  of  maternity  cases. 

Orphanage:  A  Roman  Catholic  Institution  is  maintained 
at  Tudhoe  Village  for  the  reception  of  Catholic  children  from 
this  vicinity.  A  large  number  of  Spanish  Refugee  children 
have  been  accomodated  for  many  months.  Fortunately  the 
reception  of  these  children  into  the  Area  did  not  create  any 
problem  of  Infectious  Diseases  prevention. 
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Small  Pox  ;  No  cases  have  been  notified  of  small  pox 
in  the  Area  during-  the  year,  any  cases  in  the  future  will  be 
sent  to  the  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Hospital  at  Binchester. 

■  i 

Infections  Diseases  :  I  regret  to  record  the  closuie  or 
our  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  a  course  decided  upon  by 
the  Joint  Hospital  Board  four  months  after  taking  over  the 
hospital,  July  1937  saw  our  hospital  cease  to  exist  as  such, 
much  to  my  regret  and  the  regret  of  many  residents  in  the 
District.  Although  the  Spennymoor  Isolation  Hospital  was 
considered  as  unsuitable  and  out  of  date,  it  had  a  record 
comparing  very  favourably  with  similar  hospitals  in  the  North. 
The  Staff  worked  together  very  amicably  and  the  atmosphere 
created  for  the  patients  was  one  of  sympathy  combined  with 
efficiency.  From  the  year  1923  to  the  day  it  ceased  to  admit 
patients,  940  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever,  with  a  loss  of 
only  15  patients  and  7  of  these  deaths  should  not  be  recorded 
against  the  Hospital,  as  death  took  place  within  24  hours  of 
admission. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character. 

The  District  of  7,494  acres  is  bounded  upon  the  north 
by  the  River  Wear,  on  the  South  by  the  Bishop  Auckland  and 
Rushyford  roads,  upon  the  east  by  the  Darlington  Road  and 
the  west  by  the  Newfield  and  Leasingthorne  roads. 

Water : — The  District  is  served  by  a  piped  supply  of 
water  obtained  from  upland  gathering  grounds  under  the 
control  of  the  Durham  County  Water  Board.  Apart  from  the 
Middlestone  Moor  and  two  smaller  areas,  the  supply  of  water 
is  adequate  in  quantity  and  excellent  in  purity.  Certain 
isolated  property  within  the  Area  are  supplied  from  surface 
springs,  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  close  three  of  these 
supplies  which  proved  unsatisfactory  and  others  are  receiving 
attention. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal : — With  the  exception  of 
the  Todhills  Area  and  certain  isolated  property,  the  whole  of 
the  district  is  sewered.  Extensive  improvements  are  being 
carried  out  at  the  Tudhoe  Sewage  Disposal  Works, 
improvements  to  the  existing  sewers  are  contemplated  and 
the  sewage  from  Middlestone  Moor  will  be  connected  to  the 
Tudhoe  Works.  The  existing  works  at  Middlestone  Moor 
will  be  closed  down.  I  understand  that  these  alterations  will 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  1938,  when  a  start  can  be  made 
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with  the  conversion  of  over  4,000  ashclosets  and  privy  ashpits 
to  water  closets,  still  remaining  in  the  District.  We  have  the 
unenviable  distinction  of  having  the  second  largest  numbet  of 
dry  closets  of  any  urban  district  in  Durham  County.  A  large 
number  of  the  dry  closets  will  be  removed  by  the  demolition 
of  property  in  our  Slum  Clearance  programme. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  1,170  water  closets,  3,901 
ashclosets  and  229  privy  ashpits  in  the  District.  During  the 
year  50  ashclosets  were  converted  to  water  closets  and  94 
ashclosets  demolished  in  Slum  Clearance  Areas,  no  water 
closets  were  provided  by  the  erection  of  new  property  and  as 
additional  closets. 

Rivers  and  Streams  : —  These  are  regularly  and 
systematically  inspected  by  County  Council  and  Fishery  Board 
Inspectors. 

Public  Cleansing : — The  old  Urban  District  is  scavenged 
by  both  motor  and  horse  drawn  vehicles  and  by  direct  labour. 
A  new  Karrier  Motor  refuse  vehicle  was  purchased  during  the 
year  and  it  is  giving  satisfactory  service.  The  scavenging 
of  the  added  areas  is  carried  out  by  contract,  six  contractors 
are  employed,  3  of  these  holding  joint  contracts  are  paid  by 
the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District  Council.  The  refuse  of 
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the  district  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  “crude”  and  “controlled” 
tipping-.  The  controlled  tips  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 
but  the  crude  tips  can  be  materially  improved.  1  recommend 
that  steps  be  taken  to  extend  the  “controlled”  system  to  these 
tips. 


Smoke  Abatement  : — There  is  very  little  atmospheric 
pollution  in  the  area,  due  to  industrial  waste.  The  atmosphere 
is  very  pure  and  clear. 


Swimming  Baths  : — The  nearest  public  swimming  baths 
are  situated  at  Durham  and  Darlington. 


Food  Adulteration  : — The  sampling  of  food  and  drugs 
for  purity  is  a  service  carried  out  by  the  County  Council 
Weights  and  Measures  Department. 


Shops  : — The  systematic  inspection  of  shops  within  the 
district  under  Section  io  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  was 
commenced  during  the  year. 


Schools: — There  are  1  1  elementary  schools  in  the  Area, 
7  of  these  have  separate  accommodation  for  the  boys  and 
girls  and  4  schools  have  mixed  accommodation,  also  1 
secondary  school  with  mixed  accommodation.  The  sanitary 
fittings  of  several  of  the  schools  have  been  modernised.  Other 
schemes  including  the  provision  of  new  schools  and  extensions 
to  existing  schools  are  under  the  consideration  of  the  County 
Council.  The  water  supply  of  the  Middlestone  Moor  School 
is  totally  inadequate. 
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Disinfestation: — During  the  year  disinfestation  was 
carried  out  of  all  property  prior  to  tenants  moving  to  new 
houses  under  the  Council’s  “Clearance”  Schemes.  The 
method  adopted  for  disinfesting  property  has  been  found  most 
effective.  Arrangements  are  made  with  the  tenants  to  leave 
their  houses  closed  for  a  period  of  six  hours  after  fumigation. 
The  rooms  are  first  prepared  by  sealing  all  windows  and 
fireplaces.  The  walls,  floors  etc  are  then  sprayed  with  a 
strong  solution  of  liquid  insecticide.  “Block”  type  fumigators 
in  a  proportion  of  one  to  every  1000  cubic  feet  of  air  space, 
are  then  used.  This  dual  method  lias  been  found  fairly 
satisfactory.  Experiments  are  often  tried  with  other  methods 
and  materials,  hut  apart  from  hydrogen  cyranide  disfection, 
our  method  has  proved  the  most  effective. 


Meat  and  other  Foods  : —  During  the  year  regular 
inspection  of  slaughter  houses,  shops  and  the  market  have 
been  carried  out,  as  well  as  the  scattered  area  and  the 
smallness  of  the  inspectorial  staff  allows.  The  Urban 
District  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  detection  of 
diseased  and  unsound  food  in  the  area.  He  is  a  fully  qualified 
Food  Inspector  and  during  the  year  about  3,500  lbs  of  food 
were  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food  Two  persons  were 
prosecuted  and  fined  for  knowingly  exposing  for  sale  diseased 
meat,  almost  without  exception  the  butchers  within  the  district 
endeavour  to  buy  good  quality  animals  in  their  respective 
grades.  In  the  chart  overleaf  will  be  found  a  summary  of  the 
various  classes  of  animals  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows. 
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Calves. 

1 
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15 
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15 
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2 
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3 

10 

1 5 
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affected  with 
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•5  >7 . 
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« 

3'127. 

The  milk  consumned  within  the  District  is  produced  by 
66  dairy  farms  having  494  cows  in  milk.  The  farms  are 
regularly  visited  by  a  County  Council  Veterinary  Inspector  and 
our  Sanitary  Inspector  to  examine  the  cows  and  the  premises 
respectively.  Samples  are  taken  from  suspected  cows  and  if 
the  samples  are  proved  positive  upon  examination,  the 
diseased  cows  are  removed  from  the  herds  and  slaughtered. 
A  large  number  of  improvements  are  required  in  our  cow 
sheds  and  dairies  to  bring  them  up  to  date.  This  matter  is 
at  present  receiving  attention. 
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There  are  only  two  producers  of  milk  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order  1936.  Several  other  producers 
are  contemplating  applying  for  registration  as  producers 
of  “Accredited”  milk. 


Housing'. — During  the  year  20  new  houses  have  been 
erected  by  private  enterprise.  These  consist  of  the  smaller 
type  semi-villa,  bungalow  and  terrace  houses.  An  increased 
number  of  these  types  will  be  very  welcome  in  the  district. 
The  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  in  collaboration 
with  the  Council  have  completed  86  houses,  80  two  storey 
dwellings  and  66  bungalows,  are  in  course  of  erection. 


Rapid  strides  have  been  made  in  the  Council’s  Slum 
Clearance  programme,  the  demolition  of  the  very  insanitary 
areas  such  as  the  George  Street  and  the  Busty  Terrace  areas 
and  the  removal  of  the  tenants  to  new  houses,  now  in  process 
of  erection  upon  the  Brewery  Field  and  the  Alderman  Wraith 
sites,  will  materially  assist  in  improving  the  health  of  the 
occupants.  Many  of  these  families  are  living  in  overcrowded 
conditions  and  several  families  will  be  rehoused  with  one  or 
mote  members  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


I  wish  to  commend  the  Council  upon  their  foresight  in 
providing  two  roomed  bungalows  for  aged  couples  upon  such 
an  accessible  and  well  situated  site.  These  bungalows  are 
well  designed  and  situated  within  easy  reach  of  the  Town.  I 
am  sorry  the  Council  are  not  empowered  to  provide  this  type 
of  dwelling  for  aged  people  living  in  houses  outside  Slum 
Clearance  Schemes.  By  rehousing  these  old  people  many 
larger  houses  would  become  available  to  relieve  over¬ 
crowding. 
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Overcrowding'. — During  the  year  the  Form  B  Survey 
of  the  dwellings  within  the  district  for  the  purpose  of  over¬ 
crowding,  as  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  was  carried 
out.  This  survey  disclosed  that  of  the  494Q  houses  inspected 
507  were  found  to  be  overcrowded.  The  extent  of  over¬ 
crowding  within  the  various  wards  is  shown  in  the  appended 
table.  The  majority  of  these  cases  will  be  relieved  upon  the 
the  completion  of  the  Council’s  extensive  Slum  Clearance 
programme. 


Number  and  Distribution  of  Overcrowding  in  the  Area. 


Extent  of  the  Overcrowding  above  the  Permitted  Number 
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Spennymoor 

38 

48 

17 

14 

9 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

139 

Tudhoe 

40 

40 

18 

13 

8 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

127 

Middlestone 

Moor 

13 

18 

4 

8 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

49 

Merrington 

8 

7 

l 

2 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

k 

- 

- 

23 

Byers  Green 

22 

22 

7 

9 

1 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

68 

149  167  58  55  32  21  7  8  1  2  3  3  1  507 
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Byers  Green 

2 

rD 

n 

r-* 

o 

ZJ 

Middlestone  Moor 

Tudhoe 

r 

o 

3 

J. 

"D 

(V 

3 

Zj 

K< 

Zj 

_j 

G 

O 

n 

Spennymoor 

Ward 

68 

to 

CO 

49 

to 

o 

Go 

v£> 

Number  of 

Overcrowded 

Families 

GO 

o 

o 

1  0 

vp 

X 

0 

o 

O0 

Cn 

•  \o 
o\ 

M 

o 

e 

o 

1  °-9  % 

^p 

xr 

xo 

o\ 

Percentage  of 
Overcrowding 
to  the  Number 
of  Families 

Oj 

4^ 

o\ 

■£> 

Oi 

o 

0 

I 

VC 

0 

o 

tO 

Cm 

o 

o 

vp 

■i 

o 

o 

to 

X 

4^ 

o 

0 

Percentage  of 
Overcrow  ding 
to  Total 
Overcrowding 

- 

' 

to 

to 

ON 

GO 

Number  of 
Cases  Relieved 
by  Slum 
Clearance 

■ 

' 

' 

' 

' 

Number  of 
Families 
Relieved  in 
Council  Property 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 
and  other  Deseases : 

Mild  Scarlet  Fever ,  which  is  endemic  within  the  area 
has  not  occurred  to  any  great  extent  during  the  year.  A  small 
epidemic  of  Diphtheria  was  experienced  during  the  summer. 
The  carrier  of  this  disease  was  found  to  be  engaged  in  the 
Milk  Trade  and  his  immediate  removal  to  hospital  stopped  the 
outbreak  from  developing.  Eight  cases  were  traced  to  this 
one  carrier.  Free  immunisation  of  children  has  not  been 
adopted  in  the  district. 

Cancer  : — There  were  27  deaths  during  the  year  from 
Cancer,  13  males  and  14  females.  Cases  are  mostly  treated  at 
Newcastle  where  Radium  and  other  methods  are  available. 
Carcinoma  of  the  stomach,  breast  and  Uterus  are  the  most 
common  forms  treated. 

Tuberculosis  : —  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925 
relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  milk  trade  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1925  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936 
relating  to  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis.  Particulars  of  new  cases  and  morality 
will  be  found  in  a  table  overleaf. 


Vital  Statistics  : —  The  Registrar  General  has  kindly 
supplied  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  the  number  of 
births,  the  estimated  population  of  the  district  and  a  tabular 
statement  showing  the  number  of  certain  infectious  diseases 
notified  in  the  district  with  the  case  rates  per  thousand 
population  from  the  same  diseases  in  England  and  Wales 
during  the  year  1937. 


Spennymoor  Urban  District  owing-  to  the  extension  of 
the  Area  in  April  1937,  a  reduced  population  figure  of  18,490 
has  been  used  tor  calculating  the  following: — 


Urban  District 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate 

160 

148 

308  1 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

10 

17-2 

Total 

163 

1 53 

3iB  J 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate 

6 

10 

16  ' 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

•86 

Total 

6 

IO 

16 

J 

1934: —  Live 

Births 

275,  the  birth 

rate  17^3  per  1,000. 

Still 

Births 

1 4’  »  >  M 

y  y 

•88 

l935: —  Live 

Births 

293*  M  M 

,,  18 

5  » » 

Still 

Births 

1 7»  >  >  *  * 

"  1 

•07 

1936: —  Live 

Births 

27  1  *  M  } > 

M  17*5 

Still 

Births 

1 3 ,  , ,  ), 

,,  I 

•i7 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1937. 

Calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1937. 

Live  Births  i4'9  per  1,000  population. 

Still  Births  *6o  ,,  ,, 

Urban  District. 


Deaths  : 

—  Male 

Female 

Total 

Death  Rate 

1  25 

r  1 1 

236 

12  8 

T934 

Deaths  2 1 1 . 

Death 

Rate  13*3 

per  1,000. 

!935 

, ,  1 94* 

y  y 

»>  12*3 

» » 

J936 

»»  *93- 

y  y 

>.  12*5 

> » 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1937 
was  1 2 ’4  per  1,000  population. 
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Urban  District. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,  24  deaths  and  the 
mortality  rate  of  75.5  per  1000  births. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  24 
deaths  and  the  mortality  rate  of  77.9  per  1000  births. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  sepsis  1  3.0 

Other  Puerperal  causes  1  3.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  27 

Deaths  ,,  Measles  ,,  ...  Nil 

Deaths  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 
Deaths  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  1 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  tabulated  reports  are  printed  overleaf. 


i8. 


Section  D.  Housing. 

i.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year., 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  583 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1082 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  32 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  160 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  267 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  111 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year 
without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  288 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  9 

2.  Number  cf  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  2 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  2 


19- 


2.  Number  of  dwelling-  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  i 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  i  i  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  9 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolitition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  7 

(D)  Proceedings  under  section  1  2  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act  1936  -  Part  IV.  -  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  488 

(II)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  507 

(III)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  2678 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  83 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  37 

(11)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  202 


County  of  Durham,  Spennymoor  Urban  District, 

Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Depart,  during  the  year 


1937 


/.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


)  Number  of 
Informal  written 
Notices  by 
Inspector 


Foul  Conditions  1 
Structural  Defects  / 
Overcrowding 


Dwelling-houses 
and 

Schools. 

Lodging-houses 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds 
Bakehouses  ... 

Slaughter-houses 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Waterclosets 
Defective  Yard  Paving 

Defective  traps 
No  Disconnections 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 
Ashclosets  .., 

Totals 


House 

Drainage 


[Sewers 
from 


4 

238 

5 
1 

6 
4 
1 

31 

48 

23 

2 

12 

122 

4 

2 

2 


13 


Number  of 
Formal  Notices 
by  order  of 
Authority. 


518 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 


11 


1 

193 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

25 

40 

17 

2 

12 

113 

4 

1 

1 


11 


431 


II. 


Water,  Food  and  Drugs. 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use.. 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  U  nwhole¬ 
some  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
found  Adulterated  ... 


III.  Precautions  against  Infectious 

Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 
Schools  &  Public  Buildings  do 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons 
or  things 

Convictions  for  do  do  do 


IV.  General. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  year 
Number  of  such  houses  occupied  during  year 
Ashpit -privies  converted  into  Ash-clo*et.s 
do  do  Water  closets 

Ash-closets  do  do 

Extra  Waterclosets 

Total  number  of  Water  closets  in  District 
do  Ash-closets  do 

do  Ashpit-privies  do 


Number 


1 

1 

2 

2 

6 


42 

98 

1 


Remarks. 


106 

106 

nil 

nil 

50 

4 

1170 

3901 

229 


April ,  1938.  M.  SWALES,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

To  Dr.  McINTYRE,  The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Durham. 


Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1937 


Disease. 

Male 

Female 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

2 

Influenza 

2 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

Cere  bro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7 

11 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

2 

2 

Syphilis 

General  Paralysis  of  the  insane, 

Tabes  Dorsalis  ... 

(  Cancer  \ 

\  Malignant  Disease  / 

13 

14 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

4 

Heart  Disease 

21 

35 

Aneurysm 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

14 

4 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

Pneumonia  (All  forms) 

10 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

o 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

Diarrhoea,  Etc.  (Under  2  years) 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

l 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

o 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

0  ther  Puerperal  causes 

1 

Congenital  Debility  &  Premature  birth 

Malformations,  etc.  ... 

9 

4 

Senility 

3 

2 

Suicide 

1 

Other  Violence 

7 

6 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

11 

10 

Causes  ill-defined  or  Unknown 

1 

125 

111 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 


CASES 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

blindness 

Deaths 

Treated 

Notified 

At  Home  In  Hosp’l 

3 

2  1 

O 

t) 

nil 

nil 

nil 

(1)  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during:  1S37 and 

previous  years. 

Name  of  District— Spennymoor  Urban 


Births. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 

TUF  ThcJTDTr«T 

Population 
estimated  to 
Middle  of  each 
Year. 

Nett 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age. 

At  all 

Ages 

Year. 

Number 

Kate 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Number 

Rate 

1930 

17290 

346 

20  0 

27 

78 

201 

1T6 

1931 

16430 

341 

20  7 

3S 

111 

203 

12*3 

1932 

16190 

297 

18*3 

21 

70 

203 

12*5 

1933 

16010 

284 

17*7 

24 

84 

211 

13.1 

1934 

15810 

275 

17  3 

23 

83 

211 

13*3 

1935 

15760 

293 

18*5 

17 

58 

194 

12*3 

1936 

15440 

271 

17*5 

20 

74 

193 

12*5 

1937 

19560 

318 

17*2 

24 

75.5 

236 

12*8 

Average 

16561 

303 

18*4 

24*3 

79 

207 

12*6 

Tuberculosis  1937 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmok  ary 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Periods 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0— 

1  — 

1 

5— 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

15- 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

25— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

l 

35— 

2 

2 

1 

4 

45— 

1 

1 

55- 

1 

1 

65 &  over 

■ 

Totals 

9 

9 

5 

5 

7 

11 

2 

2 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1937 


Disease 

total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

K  moved 
to  H’p’al 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

Scarlet  Fever 

44 

40 

Diphtheria. 

29 

28 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

including  Paiatvphoid 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

O 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

15 

1 

14 

Kncephaltis  Lethargica 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

18 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  Male 

113 

72 

19 

9 

» 

,,  Female 

9 

1 1 

Total 

18 

is 

Non  Pulmonary  Male 

5 

2 

,,  Female 

5 

2 

10 

4 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES, 
WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1. -INSPECT ION 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundrie-) 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Out-Workers  Premises) 

15 

3 

NIL 

Total 

15 

3 

2.—, DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 
of' Prose¬ 
cutions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Hemed’d 

Keferred 
to  H  M. 
lnspect’r 

y  visa  rices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  (insufficient  ... 

accommodation  u,’su,tnble  or  defective  ... 

(  not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  : 
Illegal  occupation  cf  underground  bakehouse 
(S.  101) 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

l 

NIL 

■ 

NIL 

Other  offences 

Total 

5 

4 

No  “outworkers”  are  registered  in  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District. 


Acreage ,  Population,  Families  and  Dwellings,  1937 . 
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Urban  District  7494  20627  19560  2’62  4949  5296  18485 


Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1937.  (Provisional  figures). 
England  and  Wales,  125  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  and  148  Smaller  Towns. 

The  rates  for  England,  and  Wales  have  been  calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1937. 


a 

0-t 

M 

E- 


m 

H  CO 

j  a 

o  2 

8« 


•jua^Quo  Jopun 
sqiuop  p^ox 


(sjua^f  om.x 
jopun)  spua^ug; 
2$>  ^aoqjjuiQ 


o 

fn 

t4 

P 

PM 

o 

Ph 

o 

o 

o 


a 

PH 

a 

H 

< 

M 

l 

« 

<1 

W 

Q 

a 

P 

25 


•oouajoi^ 


•uznanpuj 


'euaipqdiQ 


•qSao^ 

§uidooq^\. 


.I9A9^;  ^9{JU0g 


S9{SB9J\[ 


•xod-nuuig 


•J9A9,X 

pioqdX^-ujuj 

puu  pioqd^x 


CD 

© 

CD 

P 

c6 

O 


o 

o  , 
a  o  ^ 

«  «  H 

s 


z 

o 

M 

Eh 

<( 

a 

P 

Ph 

o 

PU 


squiq-ims 


sqtJig  oAiq 


GO 

CM 

o 

o 

LO 

EO 

VO 

EO 

00 

C5 

CM 

O 

vb 

G 

SO 

CG 

rH 

lO 

CM 

H 

vo 

vo 

vo 

05 

<M 

oo 

■H 

eo 

'H 

so 

t- 

00 

vo 

VO 

o 

O 

p 

p 

CO 

EO 

p 

p 

p 

o 

r— 1 

© 

o 

p 

p 

04 

CO 

<M 

rH 

p 

O 

o 

p 

1 

1 

1  !  1 

r— H 

1 

p 

1 

1 

■sf 

VO 

05 

CO 

(71 

CM 

1— 1 

<M 

r-H 

rH 

f-H 

O 

i  - 

■H 

eo 

zp 

p 

ip 

07 

05 

CO 

CO 

•H 

vb 

CO 

rH 

r-H 

t-H 

r~^ 

cS 

© 

Eh 

O 


'■O 

© 

HH> 

03 

s 


CO 

CD 

o3 

£ 

P 

O 

T3 

P 

c3 

r— I 

bfi 

P 


H  P--H 

i 

rP  © 

fa  § 

£■3.2 

"H  /-H  r— * 

P,rl  | 

6  S  “ 

fe  oo 

Eft  o  ^ 

/■VI  '  _ _ 


o 

o 

o 

VO)"  . 

04  ^ 

CO 

CD  05 

P 

o 


HHJ 

r^H 

3 

Pnr^ 
o  ^ 
Ph  +=> 
c3 

p8 

3  o'. 

CO  LQ 

<D  _ 

oi  2, 


ee  £3 

+H  GM 

O  CO 


CO 


GO 

Eh  EO 
0)  CM 

rP  ' 

HH) 


CM  CM 


t- 

CD  9s 

•  rH 

CO 

Ph 

CD 

X 

T3  i 

Eh 

© 

Ph  ® 
E7  .P 

(D  HH 

=>  .fcs 

Ph  pq 

© 

> 


o 

o 

o 


05 


oo 

rP 

HH3 

Eh 

•  rH 

03 

'"o 

HH> 

O 

EH 


Eh 

© 

Ph 


The  maternal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  : 


